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handwriting, employed by the Criminal Court, and laid before them the letters produced by the paper maker, together with the two letters which had been sent to Comte de S------ and M. Carion de Nisas. The result of the examination was that, of the letters produced by the paper manufacturer, there was one the handwriting of which corresponded with that of the two hoaxing letters. The letter in question was from M. Arbusson, a member of the Council of State.
M. Arbusson was a steady, respectable old gentleman, whose appearance was truly patriarchal. On finding himself arrested, he was perfectly dismayed, and on learning the offense with which he was charged his astonishment was mingled with indignation. He pointed to his gray hairs, and asked whether at his time of life he was likely to be playing tricks which would scarcely be pardonable in a young page. He was shown the hoaxing letters, together with his own, and was informed that on a careful examination of the handwriting he was declared to be the culprit, and that the Emperor had sent a formal order for his arrest. M. Arbusson was confounded; but as he knew himself to be innocent, he made up his mind to endure the annoyance, and wait till the mystery should be cleared up.
Meanwhile M. Arbusson's arrest, and the extraordinary cause assigned for it, created a considerable sensation in Paris. He had many friends who went immediately to see him, and who felt great interest in the affair. Among the number was Lavalette, who was ever ready to exert himself to serve his friends. After a vast deal of troublesome investigation, he succeeded in tracing out the real offenders.
(<Give me two hours,* said he; <( I think I can convince you of vour mistake: but at this moment I am notto her head to consult the Arch-chancellor. This was fortunate for herself. It savedowd of elegant women who took nart in these brilliant festivitiesatch, compared notes between it and the timepiece, and then said in a voice loud enough to be heard:
